
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

2 JUNE 2021 
7:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster is holding a regular at 7:30 PM, on June 2, 2021 through Zoom Meeting. 
The Meeting ID is 207 812 8623 and the phone number needed to call in is 1-929-205-6099. 

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, George Gaspar, Tom Boissonnault  
Village Police Chief:  John Del Gardo 
Village Engineer: Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel: Jennifer Herodes,  Gregory Folchetti 
Clerk & Treasurer: Michelle Chiudina 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer:  Donna Milazzo  

Pledge to flag. 

Regular Meeting 

Mayor Schoenig motions open up the regular meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 

1. Monthly Reports 
1.1. Planning Board Report for May, 2021. Planning Board Chairman Richard Lowell provided the Board via email the 

Planning Board Report for May, 2021. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Planning Board Report, as written, 
for May, 2021, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. Copies will be attached to the minutes. 

1.2. Engineer’s Report for May, 2021. Village Engineer, Mr. Todd Atkinson of Folchetti & Associates, delivers the 
Engineer’s Report for May, 2021. Mr. Atkinson discusses the repairs to the Route 22 Pump Station generator and 
Trustee Gaspar asks what happens if there is an issue and the generator is down. Mr. Atkinson explains VRI and 
himself will still be notified by the SCADA system, and a company will come in and pump the tank down, but he 
doesn’t see that being an issue as there is a three-day storage in the tank. Mr. Atkinson notes that the plant is at 
the 15-year point and there are some updates that need to done and he will be discussing these items with Clerk 
Chiudina and the DEP. He also notes that he has a meeting with Dr. Aqeel regarding 530 North Main Street, 
regarding the issues with the site plan and what is being done. Mr. Atkinson updates the Board on the Route 6 
Bridge project. Mr. Atkinson notes the issues that the DOT is having with the Village sewer lines but Mr. Atkinson 
has stressed that those lines will not be moved and that the DOT was aware of where the sewer lines were during 
the planning stages of this project. Deputy Mayor Piccini notes there are reasonable solutions but the DOT is 
looking for an easy solution. Mr. Atkinson agrees and states that these solutions would cause zero maintenance 
down the road for the DOT but it will cause the Village problems in the future. Mr. Atkinson also states that the 
contractor, DA Collins came up with two different options to work around the sewer lines and they are looking into 
these more to see which one is a better solution. Trustee Gaspar notices that the footings have been set for the 
overhead traffic signals and Mr. Atkinson confirms this, and notes that the bridge will probably not be ready until 
August or September. Mr. Atkinson and the Board discuss the aesthetic of the bridges, and the Board agrees that 
they are upset with the way that the bridge looks. The Board notes that the change in the style of the bridge is a 
violation of SEQRA, as it no longer fits in the area, which was supposed to be a historic looking bridge and now it 
looks more industrial. Mr. Atkinson recommends that the Board writes a letter to the DOT to inform them of the 
Board’s concerns and have a record of this. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Engineer’s Report for May, 
2021, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. Copies will be attached to the minutes. 

1.3. DPW Report. DPW Superintendent, Mr. Domenic Consentino, delivers the DPW Report. Mr. Consentino informs 
the Board that the Water Plant treated 4,500,000 gallons of water, which equates to about 145,000 gallons per 
day. Superintendent Consentino states that the Town of Southeast will be bringing the vacuum for the catch basins 
this week, and he notes that the street sweeper came through Main Street and some of Carmel Avenue. 



Superintendent Consentino updates the Board on the 2014 dump truck that we are keeping, and describes the 
maintenance needed for the body of the truck and a quote is coming soon. He also reiterates that the 2012 dump 
truck will be sold. Trustee Bryde asks that Superintendent Consentino take down the flower baskets and bring 
them back to Village Hall, once new flowers arrive, to fluff them up and then rehang the flower baskets back up at 
a later date. Superintendent Consentino notes that one of the baskets needs to be fixed. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks 
for clarification on when the street sweeper is coming through the Village and Superintendent Consentino states 
that there is no date for the street sweeper yet but the vacuum truck will be around this week to clean out the 
catch basins, and states that he did remind the Town about the sweeper. Superintendent Consentino states that if 
there are cars the DPW will hand sweep between them. Trustee Boissonnault thanks Superintendent Consentino 
for his hard work getting Well Park ready to open and notes that the park will open the bathrooms for rent for 
events only. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the DPW Report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

1.4. Zoning Board Report for May, 2021. Tabled.  
2. Financial Report. Clerk Chiudina presents the Revenue/Expense Report for the fiscal year 2021. Clerk Chiudina notes 

that there are a few items that are outstanding including the renewal of the BAN that will be adjusted before the AUD is 
finalized. Clerk Chiudina also notes that taxes went out last week and the residents should be receiving them soon, and 
reminds the Board that the sewer and refuse was relieved but the water was not per Governor Cuomo’s Executive 
Order. Clerk Chiudina reminds the public that water bills can still be paid and those who wish to enter into a payment 
plan due to financial hardships caused by the pandemic must contact the Village Offices.  
2.1. Budget Adjustments for FY 2021. Clerk Chiudina presents the budget adjustments for FY 2021, which will take 

effect as of May 31, 2021.  

 
Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept the budget adjustments as written, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 

3. Casino Street – Off Street Parking. Clerk Chiudina reminds the Board of the parking issues on Casino Street and the 
Board discusses possible solutions. Mayor Schoenig would like to add this to the agenda for the next meeting and speak 
with the residents on that street regarding the street parking.    

4. Minutes for Approval - May 19, 2021. Trustee Bryde motions to approve the Minutes from the May 19, 2021 meeting, 
and Trustee Gaspar notes the agenda item number 3, second line down, should say “especially stop signs”. Deputy 
Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 



5. Vouchers Payable.  
5.1. May 31, 2021. Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers at Village Hall today and found everything in order. 

5.1.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $45,615.29 
5.1.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 222.47 
5.1.3. EN- ENGINEERING FEES  166.83 
5.1.4. F -  WATER FUND 2,413.38 
5.1.5. G - SEWER FUND 1,112.05 

Total Vouchers Payable $49,530.02 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the May 31, 2021 vouchers payable, as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in 
favor 5 to 0. 
5.2. June 2, 2021. Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers at Village Hall today and found everything in order. 

5.2.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $5,367.36 
5.2.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 19,775.06 
5.2.3. F -  WATER FUND 1,056.54 
5.2.4. G - SEWER FUND 1,564.60 

Total Vouchers Payable $27,763.56 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the June 2, 2021 vouchers payable, as written, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 5 to 
0.   

6. Other Business 
6.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini updates the Board on the Refuse Contract. Clerk Chiudina gave the suburban carting to her 

and she asks that the Board reviews the contract and make note of anything that should be changed, by the next 
meeting, June 16, 2021.  

6.2. Trustee Bryde mentions that there was a nice turn out at the Memorial Ceremony, and that herself, Mayor 
Schoenig and Clerk Chiudina were in attendance. She informs the Board that World War II Veteran, Tom Smith was 
very appreciative to be included in presenting the wreath with Mayor Schoenig and herself. She reminds the Board 
that the walking procession of the Feast of Corpus Christi will take place on June 6th at 4 PM and start on Main 
Street and end at St. Lawrence O’Toole. Trustee Bryde also reminds the Board that the Elk’s Lodge on Route 22 is 
hosting a Flag Day ceremony on June 14th. Trustee Bryde asks about the status of the Putnam County Highway 
Department using 25 Marvin Avenue as a field office and Clerk Chiudina confirms this and notes that 25 Marvin 
Avenue needs the air conditioning unit to be serviced which will be done in the next few weeks.  

7. New Business 
7.1. Trustee Bryde would like to make it known that the employees at the Village Office work very hard and notes how 

busy the office is for being such a small municipality as well as how well everyone works together and helps each 
other out. Trustee Bryde and the rest of the Board thanks them for their hard work.  

7.2. Trustee Boissonnault mentions that the company that installed the equipment at Wells Park will be doing a repair 
on one of the slides and will look at other parts of the playground to do some repairs if needed. He will present the 
quote and what needs to be done at the park at the next meeting. 

7.3. Trustee Gaspar asks about what can be done about the Garden Street’s appearance and he also notes the dog that 
has been barking excessively and asks what can be done about that. Mayor Schoenig asks Counsel Herodes if it is 
possible to send an Order to Remedy to the owners and if the items are not taken care of in time, the Village can 
perform the necessary maintenance and bill the owner. Counsel Herodes would need to review the Village Code to 
ensure it is allowed.  

7.4. Mayor Schoenig requests an update for the survey quotes for the buildings on Marvin Avenue and Counsel 
Herodes states she is waiting for one more and will hopefully have it before the next meeting. She also mentions a 
discussion she had with Counsel Folchetti regarding some operations in the lab building that may need to be 
moved and suggests holding a meeting and include Mr. Todd Atkinson as well. 

8. Public Comment  
8.1. Board of Education Trustee Scott Seaman informs the Board that the School Board is working on a plan to move 

forward with a graduation ceremony on June 18th, similar to last year. He also mentions that Prom is on June 15th 
and that Seniors were able to participate in a Seniors only ceremony for graduation to allow them to walk and 
wear their caps and gowns. Mr. Seaman also thanks the Village Board for all of their support. Trustee Bryde asks if 
there will be a caravan like last year and Mr. Seaman confirms this and states that the route will follow Route 312 



to Farm to Market and into the High School Campus, and will be led by the Marching Band. The entire parade will 
probably take a half an hour to an hour but the road will be closed prior to this, around 6 PM.  

8.2. Town of Southeast Councilman John Lord asks what will happen to the old Carmel Avenue Bridge and what will 
happen to the properties associated with Markel Park. He explains that Town residents are asking about the 
playground equipment. He also mentions the lease with DEC for the park but that there is a discussion regarding 
the Village and the Fire Department about expanding their property. Mayor Schoenig states that Markel Park is a 
part of the land transfer agreement from DEP, which includes the first ball park only, but the Village has not seen 
the deeds as of yet. Councilman Lord believes that the agreement has not been finalized yet and Mayor Schoenig 
states that the agreement has been signed but the Village has not received the deeds to those properties. 
Councilman Lord asks if there is any update regarding the Urban Renewal Project and what parties are involved 
and Mayor Schoenig confirms there are no changes.  

9. Mayor Schoenig motions to adjourn, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.    
 





























 


